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CHAPLER(1: 
MUSASHID 














BUT MoRE 
THAN THAT... 
ISN'T HE 
SUCH A 


KILLER...?. 


| WONDER 
IF IT'S 





AND JusT 

WITH THAT, 
HE MUST'VE 
MEMORIZED 
ME, RIGHT!? 


MET FOR AN 
INSTANT! HE 
WON'T HAVE 
ANY EXCUSE! 








fve sust [MIE FD) THANK You 


RETURNED. | r FOR YOUR 
. i HARD WORK! [3 


‘SO FAR, THEY 
HAVE NEVER 
EVEN MET ONCE 
IN A BUILDING. 





























| AM VERY 
GREATFUL...FOR 
THE PRECIOUS 
INFORMATION 
YOU ACQUIRED 
FOR Me!! 





IT APPEARS HE WILL 
BE SHOWING UP 
AT THAT PLACE 


AND THEN THEY 
USE THAT METHOD TO 

DATE-SAMA SPREAD THE CONTENT 

ae ae HASN'T SHOWN OF THEM 

UP IN PERSON —-CONFIDENTIIALLY, ONE BY 

TOTES’ ONCE, BUT... ONE, WHEN THEY MEET 

‘ON PARTICULAR 
ld OCCASIONS. 


WELL, | WILL 
INTRODUCE YOU 
TO THE COMRADES 
LO YOU WILL BE 
Pe WORKING WITH! 






































HE CAUGHT WIND OF 
THIS PLOT AND HAS THE 
VITAL ROLE OF IDENTIFYING 
THE CONSPIRATORS! 


BEING TESTED 
BY YOU ALL, 


WASN'T I? 


PLEASE MEET 


Hy6suke! HE'S BEEN y 


UNDERCOVER FOR 
SOME TIME! 





























NOW ABOUT THE 
MISSION YOU WILL 
BE COMPLETING 
FOR ME FROM 
THIS POINT ON... 


FROM My POINT OF VIEW, 


| DON’T KNOW WHY THE 
OTHER PEOPLE CAN'T SEE 
THROUGH DISGUISES OF 
THAT LEVEL. 





| GET IT ASKED 

OFTEN, BUT... 

CAN'T EXPLAIN 
IT WELL... 


HAHAHAHA! 
JUST WHAT 
DISGUISES DID 
YOU USE!? I'D 
HAVE LOVED TO 
HAVE SEEN! 


HYOSUKE KNOWS THE 
TARGETS’ FACES, SO 
HE IS GOING TO BE 
TRAVELING WITH YOU. 
IF THEY ADOPT ANY 
DISGUISES, HE WILL BE 
ABLE TO SEE THROUGH 
THEM PERFECTLY. 










































































LY YOU MUST REMOVE THOSE 
/ irae $ x TRYING TO UPEND THIS 
YOU HAVE | 0 %~S/ I \N PEACEFUL SOCIETY! 
: ; / \ “| UIE 





MY PRAYERS 
FOR YOUR 
success! 
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IT’S A BIT 
‘SURPRISING. 


HE EVEN GOT SUCH A 
SHIP TO TeNSPORTE 
us! 





INS ereeennnnnst 


WW Wy 
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CHIEFTAINS, 
THERE WAS 
‘ONE MAN 

WHO HAD 
RET- 
CONNECTIONS " _ AINERS 
WITH YAGyO 3 WHO HAD 
MUNENORI. THEIR 
y ea RANKS 
ALTERED. 


DAIMY6, 
ONCE 
CHIEF 





IT WAS WRITTEN THAT THE 
SHOGUNATE HAD ALREADY 
SENSED THEIR PLAN AND THAT AN 
ASSASSIN HAD BEEN SENT TO THAT 
GATHERING PLACE. THERE WAS EVEN. 
INFORMATION WRITTEN ABOUT 
THE ASSASSIN, AZUMI, ALONG 
WITH HER PORTRAIT. 





ATTA 
| AR 


$0 HOW COULD 
MUNENORI, 
WITH THIS 
KNOWLEDGE, 
NOT INFORM 
THE SHOGUN 
TO TAKE PRE- 
CAUTIONS? 








THE YAGYG WOULD 
HAVE DEFENDED IT 
WITH ALL THEIR 
MIGHT AND AFTER 
REPELLING THEM, 
MUNENORI WOULD 
GAIN A FIRMER 
POSITION IN THE 
SHOGUN’S CABINET. 
WAS HE THINKING 
THUSLY...? 














HE WAS A MAN 
AFFILIATED WITH 
THOSE PLOTTING TO 
INFILTRATE EDO 
CASTLE AND 
ASSASSINATE 
PROMINENT MEN, 
STARTING WITH 


SHOGUN HIDETADA... 


IT IS LIKELY HE 
WANTED THEM TO GET 
RID OF AZUMI FOR 
HIM, BUT JUST IN 
CASE THEY HAD 
ATTACKED EDO 





HE’s OVER 
THERE! HE WAS 
CHALLENGED BY 


SIX YEARS HAD 7 Uoo0oH!! WHAT 
PASSED SINCE KIND OF MAN IS 

MUSASHI THAT MASTER OF 
HAD DEFEATED 7 \ MARTIAL ARTSI?: 


SASAKI KOJIRG AT 


GANRYGJIMA, AND HIS 
NAME WAS FAMOUS 
THROUGHOUT THE 





isnt = IT's NOT 
DON’T THROW 
MeSH AWAY YOUR THAT KIND 
; LiFe! OF SOCIETY 
‘ANYMORE. 


IF | CAN HAVE 
ONE SERIOUS 
DUEL WITH 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI, I'LL 
BE SATISFIED! 















































HOLD THIS WELL 
IN YOUR MIND 
AND CONTINUE... 
MAKING A SUCCESFUL 
PATH WITH YOUR 
MARTIAL ARTS!! 





HE HAS A 


SUPERHUMAN 
STRENGTH THAT 
‘SURPASSES BY 
FAR THAT OF A 





AA 


REALLY! 
WHAT A 
SOCIETY THIS 
HAS BECOME! 
WE'RE MEN WHO 
EARNESTLY IMPROVED 
OUR BUIUTSU...S0 WHY, 
WHY MUST WE LIVE 
AT ONLY THE 
BARE LEVEL OF 
SUBSISTANCE!?: 


TOKUGAWA 
‘SHOGUN- 


OH...IS MUSASHI 
GOING FOR A 
REST THERE? 


EVEN THOUGH HE'S 
$0 SKILLED AND HAS 
SUCH A HIGH 
REPUTATION, HE’S 
NOT EMPLOYED BY 
THE SHOGUNATE... 


WATCH OUT. 
WE'RE GOING 
TO MAKE YOU 
































IF | DEFEAT HIM 


| COULD BECOME 


| COULD 
STARE BACK FAMOUS WITH 
AT ALL THOSE} 
/ JERKS FROM 




















oS 
iy cya, 





A CHANCE 

MEETING... 

MIYAMOTO 
MusAsHi! 


Laas 














AZUMI COULDN'T 
POSSIBLY HAVE 
DISCOVERED HOW 
| LOOk $0 
QUICKLY... 


rw EY 


THAT'S RIGHT!!...THIS IS NEAR OUR 
GATHERING PLACE...IT’S A 
COINCIDENCE, A CHANCE MEETING 
WOULDN'T BE IMPOSSIBLE... 


IT COULD EVEN 
BE SAID THAT 
LUCK IS ON MY 
‘SIDE! | FOUND THE 
ENEMY FIRST! 





A 
REMARKABLY 
‘SKILLED 
ASSASSIN. 


| SHOULD 

KILL HER 
Now! IN THIS 
PLACE! WITH 
A SURPRISE 


THE YOUNG GIRL WHO 
SINGLEHANDEDLY DISPATCHED 
DOZENS OF YAGYU...AND WHO 
ALL ON HER OWN 
DESTROYED SIXTY NOBUSERI 
WHO HAD TAKEN OVER: 
A POST TOWN! 


MATCH FOR HER 
IN A DIRECT 
CONFRONTATION. 


THEN... 
NOW, SINCE 
SHE KNOWS 
NOTHING 
IF I OF Me! 
DON'T IT COULD 
KILL HER, BE THE 
PERFECT 
CHANCE! 





THERE’S NO 
WAY | CAN 
DEFEAT THIS 
MONSTER 
MUSASHI FROM 
THE FRONT! 
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CHAP TERY? 
SHIN@BI 
HUNGING 





) IS THE TINGLE 
OF KILLING 


INTENT 
COMING FROM 


Kan 


i yi 3 





ARE THESE 
TWO...PREPARING 4g 
TO ATTEMPT TO 


| KILL ME IN 
THIS PLACE? 





AZUMI HASN'T 
NOTICED ME... I’M 
SURE SHE HAS NO 

IDEA ABOUT ME! 


Now! Now 
IS THE TIME 
TO KILL 


DID THESE TWO ARRANGE 
IT BEFOREHAND AND 





| CAN KILL HIMI!... 

IF | MAKE A SUR- 
PRISE ATTACK 
FROM BEHIND, 



































AND SHE ALREADY 
HAS... FACE LIKE 
NOTHING HAPPENED 
AT ALL...WHAT A 



































JUST WHO ON fgz% 
EARTH IS N 
THAT YOUNG 


LaDy? 


SUCH SPEED 
IS HARD TO 





AIMING AT 
THAT GIRL. 


& 
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INTENT 
WHATSOEVER... 


e 
= 
= 
5 
i 





| REMOVED 
My HAT, 
JUMPED BACK 
AND DREW MY 


BUT THAT 
YOUNG GIRL, 
IN JUST 
AN INSTANT 


WHEN DID SHE 
DRAW!? WHEN DID 
SHE JUMP!? WHAT 

QUICKNESS! 

UNBELIEVABLE... 





WHATI? THAT Uj x 
GUY ATTACKED Wye, ; IT WAS THE 
YOU FIRST!? y g 4 FIRST TIME | 
Z } SAW SOMEONE 
) KILLED $0 CLOSE... 


I'M sO 
PATHETIC...MY 
LEGS ARE 
STILL SHAKING! 


BUT...HOW COULD 
THAT MAN HAVE 
KNOWN THAT I’M AN 


ASSASSIN? | coup 


TELL HE 
Bm WAS WATCHING 





EVEN AMONG THE CABI- 

IT’S VERY LIKELY THAT NET OFFICIALS, THERE 
ONE OF THEM PASSED THE SHOULD BE ONLY A FEW 
INFORMATION ONTO THAT QP y WHO KNOW ABOUT THIS 


MISSION...THIS MEANS 


ARE YOU SAYING 
THERE'S A TRAITOR 
AMONG THE CABINET 
OFFICIALS!?!?! 





THEY COULD 
BE TARGETING 
US AS WE SPEAK! 


EVEN IF THEY KNOW US 
OR NOT, WE HAVE TO 
FIGURE THIS WILL BE 
A DIFFICULT BATTLE. 


IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
WE'RE IN 
TROUBLE! 


OUR TARGETS 
ARE UNLIKELY 
TO KNOW ABOUT 
OUR SKILLS AND 
TECHNIQUES. 





ABOUT THE...TWO 
MEN WHO WERE 
FORMERLY CHIEF 

RETAINERS. I'D 
LIKE YOU TO 
LEAVE THEM TO 
HATSUNE AND I. 





RIGHT, IF THEY'RE MEN LIKE 
HATSUNE? AND EVEN THIS RATHER THAN 
. HATSUNE CAN SHINOBI CHIEFS WHOSE 
USE HER ABILITIES ARE LARGELY 
PECULIAR UNKNOWN, THEN | CAN 
FIGHT AS WELL! 


THEN AZUMI 
AND | WILL 
HANDLE 


THE REMAINING 
NINE SHINOBI 
CHIEFTAINS! 





YOU HAVE TO e] BUT GIVEN 
CONSIDER THEY THEIR OLD 
PRESENCE OF ws POSITIONS, | 
SKILLED GUARDS NS A CAN'T IMAGINE 
ys THEYLL BE 


IT's FINE IF We THERE'S NO 


OUST KILL THE NEED FOR US 
TARGET, EH!? TO TAKE ON 


ANY GUARDS! 


ANYWAYS, WE'LL 4 

FINISH OFF THE 

FORMER CHIEF 
RETAINERS! 





IT'S HIGHLY UNLIKELY THEY'LL 
RECOGNIZE US FROM MERE 
PORTRAITS, BUT WE'VE 
STILL GOTTA TAKE 
PRECAUTIONS! 


Bur...| HAVE NO 4 
PLANS TO DISGUISE 
MYSELF. 


iN SO MAYBE IT WOULD 


BE BEST IF WE lI THE ENEMY 
WERE DISGUISED ALREADY 
KNOWS: 

ABOLIT US. 


AZUMI, YOU 
LIKELY STAND OUT 
HOW HE TOO MUCH IN 

THAT OUTFIT. 





THAT OUTFIT 
IS FAR TOO 
CONSPIC- 


YOU BECOME PUFFY LIKE 
YOU DID BACK THEN YOU 
WON'T BE ABLE TO FIGHT, 


IT’S SOME- 
THING MY 
GRANDFATHER 
BOUGHT TO 





IT’S THE 
BEST ONE 
FOR ME TO 
FIGHT IN! 


GIRL..WHAT 
‘SWORD- 
MASTER DID 
SHE STUDY 


HOW CAN SOMEONE 
WHO'S REACHED SUCH 
A LEVEL OF SKILL AT 
THAT YOUNG AGE 
EXIST!? 





| GET you, 
AZUMI... 


YOU WANT TO. 
KNOW YOUR 
OPPONENT. TO 
FIGHT AND 
BEAT THEM IN. 


OUR OPPONENTS 
ARE SKILLED 
WARRIORS WHO 
TAKE PRIDE 
IN THEIR 
BUJUTSU. 


YOU CHEEKY, 


LITTLE GIRL! 


DON’T WANT TO. 
ASSASSINATE 
SOMEONE 
WITH ONLY 

A SURPRISE 
ATTACK 
THAT YOUR 
OPPONENTS 





MAYBE THE 


WHEN YOU THROW 
AWAY YOUR PRIDE, EH, 


és THAT'S 
YOU'RE NO LONGER 
‘A SWORDSMAN! j ABSURD! 





MIXED IN WITH 
THE CROWDS 
FOR THE 
FESTIVAL, 











ISN’T THERE TOO 
MUCH CONFUSION!? 
CAN YOU FIND THEM 

AMONG ALL OF THOSE C 
PEOPLE, HYOSUKE!? 

















IS THAT 


A GIRL? OR 
HER come- {'S 





WHO IS IT? A 
SHINOBI OR A 


SHINOBI. 


Taxavama {] 
YAEMON. )D 


He’s THE 
MAN LEANING 
AGAINST THE 
BIG CEDAR TO 








rus 


Li} 











THE SHOGUNATE 
HAS ORDERED ME 
TO KILL YOU ALL. 


IF POSSIBLE, WOULD 

YOU LIKE TO CHANGE 

LOCATIONS AND FACE 
ME ONE ON ONE? 





=) DIDN'T YOU 
RECEIVE ANY 


INFORMATION 
ABOUT ME? 


THAT A LITTLE 
GIRL LIKE YOU 
WOULD BE THE 
ONE TO TRY 
AND KILL ME! 


UA we 


eS 


\ TO THINK THE 


ASSASSIN IS 
‘SUCH A 
YOUNG 

















I$ THAT 
GIRL... IS 
‘SHE AN 


ASSASSIN? 


AND THOSE 

WITH HER... 
ARE THEY 

HER ACCOM- 
PLICES? 





THERE MAY YET YY} Y 
BE OTHERS. TRY 
SEARCHING ABOUT C ZB prminy, | 
A BIT MORE. panded 
: I; Z_| AGAINI!...THAT 
YOUNG GIRL'S 
TECHNIQUE! 


OR IF HE WAS 
TASKED TO 


MEET WITH HIS IF THAT 
if MAN WAS 

JUST HERE 

TO SEE THE 

FESTIVAL, 





HYOSUKE, 
SEARCH 


OTHER TARGETS 
WHO CAME HERE § VEEEEERY 
TO MEET WITH THOROUGHLY. 


THIS ONE. 





WITH NO HEED 
TO NEEDING HER 


DOES SHE MEAN TO 
KILL ALL THIRTEEN 
TARGETS SINGLEHANDEDLY? 


EXPRESSION 
HASN'T ALTERED 


THOUGH SHE 
JUST TOOK 
A MAN'S 
LIFE, 
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AAAAH, 
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WHY'D YA. 


LEAVE ME 
BEHIND LIKE 
THAT!I? 





CANNOT DRAW ANY BUT RIGHT NOW, 

ATTENTION TO WE'RE MEETING f HOW MANY 
OURSELVES! IT’S TO FINALIZE } TIMES HAVE 
WHY | SAID | WAS OUR PLANS! j 

FINE TRAVELING ON 





| DON'T WANNA BE 
TOO FAR FROM YOU, 
BIG BROTHEEEER! 


SO, SINCE | WON'T, 


| JUST DON'T LET ME STAY BESIDE 
WANT TO BE yoooou! 

AWAY FROM MY 

BIG BROTHER! 


LOOk, I'VE NEVER BEEN 


D 
ae” = APART FROM YOU MORE 


THAN ONE DAAAY!! 


IT's oKay 
IF | JUST 
DON'T STAND 





| WON'T HINDER 
YOU! I'LL STAY 
FAR BEHIND 
YOU! NOBODY 
WILL KNOW I'M 





ALRIGHT, 
INO! COME 


HERE! LET'S 
GO TOG- 


SINCE ME AND BIG 
BROTHER HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
TOGETHER, ALL IN THE 
VILLAGE WILL APPROVE OF 

THIS! 











Yo To | SAW WHAT YOU 
a 4 Notice CAN'T BELIEVE DID TWICE OVER 
ME. 


<A. 


FOR A MOMENT 
THAT YOU FAILED Hey CON 





THAT YOU 
STOPPED AT 
THAT SAME INN 
BY CHANCE... 


$0 DID 
THAT GIRL 
ALSO KNOW 
THAT I'M 
MUSASHI!? 


Why DID 
SHE ACT 


SO... 
INDIFFERENT? 


YOUNG GIRL 
SHOULD AS 


FAMOUS 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI. 





PARDON ME, 
BUT | JUST 
WONDER ABOUT 
THE NAME OF 
THAT GIRL 
WHO DISPLAYED 


WITH THE 
FAMILIES: 
THEY COME 
FROM, NO? 


| WITNESSED THOSE 
KILLINGS, BUT.../M 
BEING IGNORED BECAUSE 
EVEN THOUGH I’M AN 
EXPERT IN BATTLE, | 
HAVE NO CONNECTION 
WHATSOEVER... 





AND HER” = WHO TAUGHT 
STYLE. HER YOUNG AZUMI 
SCHOOL? | THE WAYS OF 

THE SWORD. 


BUT AS A MAN 
WHOLLY DEVOTED 
TO MASTERING THE 
‘SWORD, THAT 
YOUNG GIRL’S 
‘SWORDPLAY 


FEAR NOT. 
ILL REVEAL 
NOTHING TO 
ANOTHER 
LIVING 


| HAVE NOT 
KNOWN AZUMI 





TO HAVE REACHED THAT 
LEVEL AT THAT YOUNG AGE 
MEANS THAT SHE PROBABLY 

SPENT EVERY DAY, FROM 
MORNING TO DUSK, TRAINING 

WITH THE SWORD UNDER 
SOME RENOWNED MASTER 
FROM WHEN SHE WAS A 
SMALL CHILD... 


IMAGINING 
HER PRO- 
FICIENCY 
WITH THE 
‘SWORD 


pes j EVEN ONE LIKE 

Inverest AZUMI SHOWLD 
INI, 

MusasHl! 


BUT EVEN 
KNOWING 





SO SHE 
LIKELY SIMPLY 
IGNORED ME. 


To TEST MY 
SWORD AGAINST 
HER OWN! 


EVEN IF | 
WITNESSED 
SHE HAD NO 
REASON TO 
KILL ME. 


SHE SHOULD 


FEELINGS...AZUMI'S 
TRUE FEELINGS SHOULD 
BE THAT SHE WANTS TO 

TALK WITH ME ABOUT 
THE SWORD... 








SOMEHOW...BY 
COINCIDENCE, YOU 
SPOTTED ME TWICE! 


THUMBLY — THOSE WERE 
REQUEST SECRET 


SHE SAID | ‘SEEM’ 
4: YOU KEEP MISSIONS. 
TO BE A FAMED _ THEM A 


MASTER OF THE 


Does IT 
MEAN SHE 
FORGOT 
MY NAME 
JUST THEN? 


LITTLE GIRL 
JUST PLAYING 
THE FOOL? 





THIS FACE...THIS IS 
NOT THE EXPRESSION 
OF SOMEONE PLAYING 

DUMB OR BEING AN 


CMON! 


AZUMI-CHAN! 





SHE IS NOT 
REMOTELY 


SHE SHOULD 
LIVE BY 


DEDICATING 


HER SKILL 
WITH THE 
BLADE! 





CHAPTER 4: DEEPENED BONDS 


























Youre G3 1 
BEAUTIFUL! } SINCE YOU'RE A MASTER 
I'M suRP- FENCER THAT NO MEN 
Isep! CAN'T MATCH, | THOUGHT 
YOU'D HAVE A MORE MAS- 
CULINE BODY, BUT IT’S 
NOT TRUE... 


GIVEN HOW STRONG YOU ARE... 
TO THIS POINT, HAVE YOU 
EVER USED ANY...KUNOICHI 
ARTS TO SLAY AN ENEMY? 


YOU KNOW... 

WEAKENING 
YOUR TARGET |) 
BY USING YOUR 





BUT GIVEN THE THAT'D 
KNOCKOUT YOU ARE, Berle 
AND THE BODY YOU 
HAVE, IT DOESN'T 
MATTER WHO THE TARGET 
IS! YOU'D WRAP HIM 
AROUND YOUR FINGER! 


THOSE...KUNOICHI 
ARTS YOU SPEAK OF, 
HATSUNE-SAN... 


THOSE THINGS... 
YOU MEAN TO : THAT HAPPEN 
DO THAT WITH RA- BETWEEN MEN 
THE MAN YOU ~ ie = AND WOMEN... 
TARGET!?: ii 


KILL HIM 
DURING!?: 





MEN RELAX IN SOME CASES YES, 
THEIR GUARD BUT IF THERE’RE 
IN THE ARMS MI) INFORMATION | WANT, 
OF WOMEN. | GET IT FROM 


AND SHE DOES 
THAT EVEN...EVEN 
IF IT'S A TARGET 
WEREN'T YOU SHE DOESN'T WANT 
TAUGHT THOSE TO DO IT. WITHE: 
SKILLS, 
AZUMI...? 


WAS ONLY 


ONLY...SWORD TAUGHT 

TECHNIQUES? 6] | recuNiques 
TO SURVIVE 
USING THE 





ISN'T THAT 
COOL THEN, 
AZUMI!?! 


EHI? THEN YOU 


DON'T KNOW YOUR 





IT WAS THE 
SAME FOR YOU, 
RIGHT, 
AZUMI-CHAN? 
I'VE HEARD 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT. 


We've 
ALWAYS 

BEEN 

TO6- 
ETHER! 


Bur I've 
MADE SO 
MANY FRIENDS 
IN MY NINJA 
VILLAGE! 


DID KAGARI- 
DONO ALSO 
GROW UP 
WITH YOU 
IN THAT 
VILLAGE? 


He's THE 
BEST WITH 
A SWORD 
FROM OUR 
VILLAGE, 
BUT... 
Y'KNOW... 





EHI?... THEN... 
KAGARI-DONO AND 


HATSUNE-SAN...DO 
1? 


THE SKILLS WE 
WERE TAUGHT ARE 
DIFFERENT, BUT WE 

HAD A SIMILAR 

UPBRINGING 


AT FIRST, SINCE YOU'RE 
YOUNGER THAN US AND 
WERE SPECIFICALLY CHOSEN 
BY THE EMINENT TENKAI- 
SAMA...WE WERE ALL JEAL- 
OUS. SORRY FOR HAVING 
BEING COLD TOWARD YOU. 


I'VE RECOGNIZED 
YOUR SKILLS! 
HELL, KAGARI 

HAS TOO! 


BUT WE WERE FLOORED 
WHEN WE HEARD 
YOU TOOK OUT 
GENSAI, HIS MEN 
AND ALL THE 
RASETSUGARASU 
TOTALLY ON YOUR 





ay AZUMI-CHAN, 


HATSUNE-SAN, 
LET ME WASH 
YOUR BACK! 


YOU GO ON 


AND SLEEP. 














JUST A TINY 
BIT WHEN WE 
WANT TO 
HAVE FUN. 


SHUNJIRO’S NOT 
AROUND ANY 


MORE...HE CAN'T 
MAKE ANY NEW... 





ABOUT THE 
TEMPLE WE'VE 
- JUST PASSED... 
HOW CAN HYOSUKE HE SAID THAT DATE 
KNOW ABOUT IT IF MASAMUNE 1S 
IT'S HIS FIRST TIME CONNECTED TO 
IN THESE LANDS? IT OR SOME- 
THING...BUT IS IT 





WELL...WE CAN'T i 
HELP BUT 
WE SHOULD 
TRUST HIM, ASSUME THE 
OTHER TARGETS 
WILL LODGE NEAR 
HERE AS WELL. 


HOW CAN WE ACT 
ON ANYTHING IN 
THIS IF WE DON’T 
BELIEVE IN 
HYOSUKE-DONO? 


SO, IF DATE 
MASAMUNE WILL 
PROBABLY COME 

TO THAT 
TEMPLE... 





HOW IMMATURE! 
HOW IMMATURE 
YOU ARE, MUSASHI! 


A YOUNG GIRL 
POSSESSING SUCH 
SPEED AND 
SWIFTNESS! 


YOU THOUGHT 
TO...HAVE TAKEN 
YOUR SWORD TO A PEER- 
LESS LEVEL... YOU 
BRAGGED TO HAVE SEEN 
THROUGH ALL OF THE 
SWORDS IN THE 
COUNTRY... 


Tb 


TO THINK THAT | 
COULD SEE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME AT MY 


THAT GIRL 
AzuMI's 
BLADE... 


THE COUNTRY 


WAS STILL 
$0 VAST! 





Z 
A: 


WOULD SHE 
ASSUME? 


SHE'D TAKE THE 
ADVANTAGE AND 
STRIKE WITH 
EVEN MORE 





HOWEVER, 
USING TWO 
SWORDS | 
CAN DEFEND 
AND ATTACK 
AT THE 
SAME TIME. 


AZUMI! COULD 
DECIDE NOT 
TO BOTHER erat 
DEFENDING WIN TE 

AND JUST FOUGHT 

STRIKE AT ME. 






WITHOUT DEFENDING, 
SHE WOULD DASH 
TOWARD ME AT AN 
UNBELIEVABLE 
SPEED... 








| CANNOT SIMPLY 
OVERLOOK AZUMI 
AND DO NOTHING! 


JUST LIKE...IF 
SHE WERE A 
FENCER WHO 
COULD LEAP 

LIKE A BEAST!! 


EVEN THE 
SWORD OF 
MUSASHI? 


MORE THAN 
THAT, | 





TWO... TALKING 
IN FRONT OF 


INFORMATION 
THAT THEY'RE 
BEING TARGETED. 


ae 
5 











THE MEN TO 


THE LEFT IS 
A SHINOBI, 
KUROKAWA 


1, 1 ag 








THEN KAGARI AND | 
WILL TAKE CARE OF 
KOBORI Sree, 





A LPETIILIS ISLS / 


THEN WE'LL BE 
SPLITTING UP 
AS WELL, EH? 





BE REALLY CARE- 
FUL WITH THOSE 
TWO BODy- 


My SKILLS 
TAKE SOME 
TIME TO PUT 
INTO USE 


KAGARI AND 
HATSUNE SEEM YOURE 
LIKE THEY LL BE 
FINE KILLING HIM WITH US, 
WITH A JOINT 
STRATEGY. 





HE 

COULD MEET 

} WITH OTHER 
SR TARGETS, YOU 


KNOW. 


LITTLE, 
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UMM...HE STOPPED! |” 
HE'S NOT MOVING! 
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THE FACT HE Dis- 
GUISED AT THAT 
LEVEL MEANS 
THAT HE ALREADY 
KNEW THAT HE 
WAS TARGETED... 


HE’S NOW TELLING 

KUROKAWA GENGO 
THAT AND TO PAY 
ATTENTION. I'M 


‘SURE OF IT... 
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THE FAMOUS 
AZUMI-SAN 
HERELF! 














HMPH...YOU'RE CLEARLY 
ATTACKING US WELL PREPARED. | 
UNFORTUNATELY, WE'RE 
NOT QUITE AT OUR 
BEST RIGHT NOW! 


IF YOU FORCE 
THIS NOW, THESE 
PEOPLE WILL 
BE INVOLVED... 





IT’S My WISH TO 
OUST TELL ME 
NOW! WHEN. 
AND WHERE!? 


1 SURPRISE 
ATTACKS 





WHILE YOU WALLOW 
IN FEAR, DAY IN AND 
OUT, THROUGH 
SLEEPLESS NIGHTS, 
NEVER KNOWING WHEN 
OUR ATTACK MAY 


DO YOU WANT TO TRY TO 
KILL US HERE NO MATTER 
HOW MANY INNOCENT 
PEOPLE WILL BE 
SACRIFICED? 


WHAT 
WILL YOU 


YOU'LL KILL 
THEM HERE, WITH 
NO HESITATION, 

















‘SINCE YOU 
LACK ANYTHING 
RESEMBLING 
PRIDE, IT'S 
OUR LOSS 
THIS TIME. 


| CHOOSE 
TO AWAIT 





EHHH...? AZUMI WAS IT’S UNREASONABLE 
HOPING TO DO TO THINK YOU CAN 
SOMETHING LIKE SWAY THEM INTO A 
THAT? FAIR DUEL, AZUMI. 


IF WE DON'T 
INNOCENTS WILL 
BECOME VICTIMS 
IN THIS SOONER 

OR LATER. 


OUR OPPONENTS 
AREN'T PRIDEFUL 
FENCERS, BUT 
SHINOBI WHO. 
MOVE AND ACT IN 
THE DARKNESS. 


SURPRISE 
ATTACK, 





FROM THOSE TWO 
THAT THEYRE ALL 
BEING TARGETED. 


ITLL BEA 
SERIES OF 


FORGIVE ME. 
| MADE A 
TERRIBLE 
MISTAKE. 


HYOSUKE-DONO, 
IF YOU WERE SEEN 
TOGETHER WITH Us-! 


ANYWAY... 
NOW ALL THE 
OTHERS WILL 

KNOW 


I'VE BEEN 
OVERLY | Wie 
OPTIMISTIC. NOT ALLOW 
ANY INNOCENT 
PEOPLE TO 
BE HARMED! 





WITH GREAT 
CAUTION. 


AA 


Z 
eer 
Lx 


ARE YOU SAYING YOU 
COULD ALSO FIND OUT 
WHERE THE ENEMY 
IS HIDING, TOO? 














QuiT 
APOLO- 
GIZING 
ALREADY. 


I'M SORRY, 
TOBIZARU. 


FROM, HEREON 
WHEN WE'RE 
OUTSIDE, I'LL 
STAY FAR 
FROM YOU, 





AZUMI...HAVE | 
MISUNDERSTOOD 
HER A BIT...? 





N sTomacH Is 
HONEST! 





I's ALL THE IT ISN'T 
MILLET WE MUCH, SO RE, 
HAVE TILL WE pe 19 MASTER! 


THAT'S TRUE! \ 
ImporTANT My} 


WOULD IT BE ALRIGHT SEEMS WE'LL 
TO CATCH AND EAT BE ARRIVING 
FISH AND SHELLFISH, 





AND CATCH 
THEM WITH 















I'LL CATCH A 
LOT FOR YOU, 
BIG SISTER! 






CATCHING 

FISH AND 

SHELLFISH 
IS MY FORTE! 










YOU'VE ALL 
ENDURED HARD 
TRAINING AND 


REMEMBER " 
THAT YOU'RE ¥ 
THE PRIDE OF 
OUR VILLAGE! 





WE WANT 
TO WORK AS 
SHINOBI! 


WE MUST RETURN TO 
A SOCIETY WHERE THESE 
CHILDREN CAN GAIN 
REWARDS THAT 
MATCH THE GREAT 
DEEDS THEY 
ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FoR! 


WE WANT TO WORK 
JUST AS HARD AS 
MASTER AND GRANDFATHER 
HAVE ONE DAY! 


FIRST OF ALL, I'M 
GONNA SHOW YOU 
THAT I’M GONNA 
DISTINGUISH 
MYSELF WHEN THE 
TIME COMES TO 
INFILTRATE 
EDO CASTLE!! 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
WRONG IN THIS 
SOCIETY IF CHILDREN 
LIKE THESE WHO 
TRAINED SO HARD 
WITH SUCH BRAVERY 
CAN'T EVEN EAT RICE 
FOR A MEALI! 





THAT KIND OF STRATEGY 
SEEMED TO WORK WELL 
WITH THE TARGET. AS FOR 
ME, | WAS JUST THERE 
AT THE START. 


THAT UGLY MAN IT WENT 
SEEMED LIKE 


HE WAS LOOk- 
ING AT HATSUNE 
LIKE HE WAS 
LICKING HER 
BODY ALL 
OVER... 





HE WENT TO SEE IF 
HE COULD SPOT 
OTHER TARGETS. IF HE 
FINDS ONE, HE SAID 
HE’LL COME HERE TO 
CONTACT US. 


OOOH, IF IT 
ISN'T OUR 
COMRADE, 
KUROKAWA 
GENGO! 





= | SEE YOU 
WAN) ARRIVED WITH 
ATTENDANTS? 
ih 


ASSASSINS FROM 
THE SHOGLUINATE 
ARE AFTER US. 


COMING TO WEL- 
COME US WAS SO 
KIND OF YOU, KURO- 
KAWA-DONO. 


OUST IN CASE, 
WE DISGUISED 
OURSELVES AS A 
STREET PER- 
FORMERS’ 





BEFORE WE 
EVEN NEAR 
EDO CASTLE, 
THE BATTLE 
BEGINS IN 
THIS LAND! 


FINALLY, 
FOR THE 


| SEE...60 WE'VE 
BEEN ALREADY 

DETECTED BY THE 
SHOGUNATE... 


THIS WILL 
BE YOUR 
FIRST REAL 
FIGHT! 





YOU'RE GOING 
TO KILL YOUR 
ENEMIES! 


WE AREN'T 


AFRAID! No, 
WE'RE EXCITED! 





— rl 


WE'LL SHOW YOU 
THAT WE'RE GONNA 
WORK HARD USING 
THE BUJUTSU YOU 

TAUGHT Us!! 











How DID 
YOU END 


UP APP- 
ROACHING 
HIMI? 





HAVING My PARENTS 
TAKEN ON LEFT ME WITH 

SUCH A A HUGE DEBT 
HUGE DEBT, AND VANISHED! 


| RAN AWAY 
WITH ALL MY 
MIGHT! THAT'S 
THE SCENARIO 
| CAME UP 
WITH! 


Yes...BUT, IF 

IT'S DIFFICULT 
TO TELL FOR 
YOU, I’M FINE... 


| TOLD HIM 
I'D BEEN SOLD 
ASA 
PROSTITUTE. 












I-/M BEING 
CHASED...P-PLEASE, 
O NOBLE SAMURAI, 
HELP ME...! 







SO HIS FACE 
WAS ALREADY 


SAYING HE 
EXPECTED 
QUITE A BIT 
FROM ME IN 
RETURN... 





AND THEN | | KEPT UP WITH 
SKILLFULLY THE WORDS OF 
GRATITUDE. 


“| HAVE NO 
HOME | CAN 
RETURN TO.” 


“As | 
FEARED, ALL 
| CAN DO 
NOW IS 
BECOME A 
PROSTITUTE.” 


IF | HAD GONE ALONG 
WITH THE TARGET’S 
SECRET MOTIVES, NO 
MATTER WHAT THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES MAY 
HAVE BEEN, | 
WOULD’VE LOOKED 
SUSPICIOUS TO THOSE 
TWO BODYGUARDS, 
RIGHT? 


I'D RETURN THE 
FOLLOWING 
EVENING TO. 

THANK HIM AGAIN! 





I'LL APPEAL 
TO HIM WITH 
THE FRAIL 
SORTA 
LOOK... 


(Came cul! 
Wie, 


an/ 
NM % 
as 


THERE'S NO 
DOUBT WOMEN 























HE’LL BE ABOVE ME, 
PANTING, WITH THE 
FACE OF A FOOL. 





HEHE 
HEHE! 







CHAPTER 6: 
THE 
GATHERING 


TODAY WE IT's WISER FOR You Tick 
JUST HAVE TO ‘| HYOSUKE TO OUT WHEN 
by £\ FIND OUT WHERE YOU WALK 
THE ENEMY IS AROUND, AZUMI. 
. THE ENEMY 
COULD EASILY 


yer 


a EESATAWN es . FIND THIS 


HATSUNE WILL 
SETTLE THINGS 


HATSUNE-SAN...1 
HOPE YOU'RE 
SUCCESSFUL. 





YOU'LL FIND THIS 
SORTA THING 
CAN BE EXCITING, 
YOU KNOW! 








OH, NO. 
Loooook! 
VM GONNA 

MAKE YOU GOOD 
AND ASHAMED! 


A 


| WON'T 
HAVE THE 
CHANCE TO 
KILL HIM... 





KAGARI-DONO, PLEASE 4 VM WORRIED. 
TELL ME THE INN | WANT TO 
THAT HATSUNE-SAN GO SEE 
WENT TO. WHAT'S. 
HAPPENING. 





| ONLY PLAYED / 
THE PART OF 


| HAD NO WAY TO 

FOLLOW HER TO 

THE INN THERE! 
THOSE TWO 
BODYGUARDS 


MM 
REASON 
TO FOLLOW 
HER!! 





THAT BASTARD THIS PLAN 
CHIEF RETAINER OF HERS 
IS GONNA INDULGE |] HAS NEVER 
IN HER BODY! FAILED, 
THERE'S NO EVEN ONCE! 

DousT! 


THAT BAS- 
TARD, UNEX- 
PECTEDLY, 
TRIED TO IM- 
PRESS HER 
AND PUT ON 
SOME AIRS... 


HE MIGHT EVEN 
BE WRAPPED 
UP WITH HER 

UNTIL TOMORROW 
EVENING! 


HATSUNE IS 
GONNA KILL 

HIM! THERE'S 
NO DOUBT! 





Must BE AHH! 
THE TORII WE CAN 
Terre SEE THEM! 


LINING UP! 


SO THAT'S WHERE 
aa THE INFO ABOUT DATE 
MASAMUNE-SAN 
ARRIVING IS, 














No DouBT, IT’s 
THE SIGN THAT 
DATE Masa- 
MMUNE-GAMA IS 
GONNA COME, 


BUT IN 


THIS LAND, 
a UNDER We're 


STANDE STRANGERS. 


THE ONE WHO'S 
COMING UP THE 
STAIRS IS OUR 
COMRADE KAMI- 
YAMA HACHIRO- 
DONO... 


Pa 


IT’S ROLLED 
ON BOTH 








I'LL GIVE 
YOU LOTS OF 
ATTENTION 





iN 
wry SHE DIDN'T 
: LEAVE THE 
afi) INN AT ALL, 
SARI NEITHER yes- 
. TERDAY NOR 


SHE SEEMS 
TO BE WAITING 
f| FOR SOME- Jb 
THING? 


TO GET HER 
INTERESTED IN 
HAVING A SERIOUS 
MATCH WITH 
































MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI-SAMA, i“ 

YOU'RE QUITE : 
THE PRANKSTER! 


eA \ 


SINCE YOU DID NOT KNOW 
IF WHAT WAS THROWN WAS 
A STONE OR AN EDGED 
TOOL, CATCHING IT WITH 
THE HANDS OR REPELLING 
IT COULD HAVE HURT YOUR 


| WANTED TO 

SEE IF YOU'D 
SIMPLY DODGGE 
IT OR CATCH IT. 


| DIDN'T 

THINK IT 
WOULD HIT 
YOUR FACE. 





HOWEVER...NOW, YOU 
DID NOT ONLY DODGE 
IT, YOU EXTENDED 
YOUR HAND AND 
CAUGHT IT WITHOUT 
BEING SURPRISED!! 


REALIZED IN THAT 

SHORT INSTANT a3 Does 
THAT WHAT | THREW THAT MEAN 
WAS A MERE FROG? THAT YOU... 


DOES IT MEAN 
THAT, FROM REAL- 
IZING IN AN 
INSTANT THAT 
WHAT | THREW AT 
A CRUSHING SPEED 
FROM THIS SHORT 
DISTANCE WAS A 
FROG, SOMETHING 
THAT YOU COULD 
HAVE BRUSHED 


REALIZED | 
AWAY WITH YOUR 
HAD NO LETHAL 7 BARE HANDS, 


INTENT!?: 





WHEN | was 
LITTLE, PRANKS 
LIKE THIS 
Fpeapilaoe 
COMMON WITH 
MY COMRADES. 


Dip you 
HAVE A 
MASTER 


kan | : 
TRAINING jn “ DID THIS 


FOR OUR : 
Youl? 


RRO 
ROK 
ASS 


WHAT IS 
YOUR 
GRAND- 
HN FATHER’S 
Z 7 = 


1, 


gl 
«ill 





THE TARGETS WENT 
ONE AFTER THE 
OTHER TO THAT 

TEMPLE DATE 
MASAMUNE HAS 
CONNECTIONS TO. 





IS HE TRYING...TO TEST ME, 
SEEING IF I'LL STAY HERE 
OR ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE!? 


| CAN'T q 
ESCAPE THAT 
DAMN BEAST 

ANYWAYS. 























WAIT HERE 
FOR MY 
RETURN! 

















FROM YOUR 
STORY, YOU 
HAVE NO 
PLACE TO 
RETURN TO, 





PEOPLE WHO 
CAME TOGETHER 
AFTER A CONSID- 

ERABLE EX- 

CHANGE OF 
SECRET 
MESSAGES 
WITH DATE 


BUT AS FOR ONLY THE 
THE REMAINING TWO FORMER 
SHINOBI, THERE CHIEF 

WAS NOT A RETAINERS 

HAD SEEN 

THEM WHO DaTe Masa- 

KNEW WHAT MUNE, AND 

FACE HE HAD. ) ONLY FROM 


NO MATTER HOW SECRET THIS 
IS, EVEN FOR SOMEONE LIKE 
DATE MASAMUNE-SAMA...D0 

YOU THINK THAT IT’S POSSIBLE 
FOR HIM TO HAVE COME ALL 
THE WAY HERE FROM SENDAI 

ALONE, WITH ONLY ONE 
ATTENDANT!? 


YOU'RE RIGHT! IT’S 
UNTHINKABLE! SHOULDN'T 
HIS RETAINERS KNOW 
OF SUCH A THING!? 





|| SHINOBI 


Kuro- 
KAWA 


BEING SPOTTED BY THE 
SHOGUNATE WHILE 
COMING HERE...IT WAS 
TOO MUCH OF A 
GAMBLE | GUESS. 


‘SHINOBI 
YAMA- 


a | KRERS 


DOES HE THINK WE WILL BE 
SATISFIED MEETING WITH A 
cd SUBSTITUTE OF HIM!? 


mn 


| 
l ; A BODY DOUBLE...! MEAN, 
| 


2 
















































































NO...MAKING US 
GATHER...IT COULD BE 
POSSIBLE THAT THIS 

IS A SHOGUNATE 

TRAP TO TRY TO 


CATCH US ALL. 





APOLOGIES FOR 
THE WAIT. 
DATE-SAMA 
HAS ARRIVED! 











THAT Is... 
SOMETHING 
VERY DIFFICULT 
TO BELIEVE! 


KURANDO ALONE 


Ig WORTH MORE THAN 
DOZENS OF SKILLED 


My RETAINERS 
THOUGHT THE SAME 
AND SO EVERYTHING 
WAS ENTRUSTED TO 

KURANDO ALONE. 


1AM 
VERY SORRY, 
BUT THERE 
I$ SOME- 
THING I'D 
LIKE TO... 


WE HEARD THAT SIR 
DATE MASAMUNE- 
SAMA, CAME FROM 

SENDAI TO THIS FAR 

AWAY LAND ALONE 
WITH JUST ONE 

ATTENDANT... 


THE ONE ACCOMPA- 
NYING MME IS ABE 
KURANDO, WHO 
MANAGES THE 
‘SHINOBI CLAN 

KUROHABAKI. 





| AM ABE 
KURANDO OF 
THE KURO- 
HABAKI CLAN, 
IT IS A PLEA- 








AMONG US, 
THERE IS NOBODY 
WHO HAS SEEN 
YOUR FACE 
7 FROM NEARBY, 

SIR... 


SO, PLEASE, 
SIR! SHOW US 
PROOF THAT 
YOU ARE TRULY 
DATE MASAMUNE! 


BUT EVEN IF 
HE...WAS REALLY 
ABE KURANDO OF 
THE KUROHABAKI 
CLAN... 














CHAPTER 7: TROUBLES 





THAT | AM THE 
TRUE DATE 
MASMAUNE... 


WELL, EVEN IF | 


SHOWED OFF THIS 





UNFORTUNATELY, 
| CAN'T SHOW 


Wy 
RS 


Wy y, : 
& f > 





) ALWAYS A SERIES 


OF GAMBLES. 





WELL, THEN, MY 
FINE GENTLEMEN 
GATHERED HEF 





KAGARI, HYOSUKE 
AND | WILL TAIL 
ANY TARGES WHO 
COME OUT AND 
FIND THEIR 


LOOK, WHEN 
WE FINISH THEM 
OFF, WE'LL 
BE COUNTING 


THE TARGETS SHOULD 
ALL BE AT THAT TEMPLE, 
BUT THERE COULD BE 
SOMEONE RETURNING TO 
THEIR INN. 


IT’S A LONG WALK, AND 
IT MIGHT ALL BE FOR 
NOTHING ANYWAYS. AND 
SINCE YOU WERE TOO 
WORRIED ABOUT HATSUNE, 
YOU DIDN'T SLEEP A WINK, 
DID You? 








THE FIRST TO 
LEAVE THE 
TEMPLE WHERE 
THE FORMER 
CHIEF RETAINER 
KOBORI 
SHIGEMASA 


AND THE SHINOBI if 


KUROKAWA 





KAGARI, FEELING IT 
HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO 
DISCOVER HATSUNE’S 
WHEREABOLITS, 
FOLLOWED THEM. 


HOWEVER, THEY WERE 
$O ALERT AND EAGER 
TO FIGHT, THAT HIS 
PRESENCE WAS 
DETECTED BY THEM. 


SINCE IT $0 HIS ATTEMPT TO 
WAS A VERY TAIL THEM FAILED... 
DARK NIGHT AND HE ONCE AGAIN 

WITH NO y 2 RETURNED TO THE 

MOON OR rn INN WITH NO WORD 
STARS OUT, 4 Lo: ON HATSUNE. 












TOBIZARU RELIED 
ON HIS NOSE TO 
TAIL THE NEXT 
TARGET. 





WHILE HYOSUKE 
FOCUSED ON THE 
NEXT TARGET 
TO EMERGE. 


| SEE. I'VE | KNOW 
ALSO FOUND OUT WHERE KAMIYA- 
WHERE THE OTHER MA HACHIRO'S 
TARGET IS INN IS. 
LODGING. 


TONIGHT'S 
7 PITCH BLACK. 
LET'S ATTACK 

AT DAWN! 


THEN I'LL 
DEAL WITH 
KAMIYAMA 
HACHIRO. 


























HIS YOUNGER 

BROTHER IS A 
BIT SOFT IN 
THE HEAD. 


> 


BUT THE 
RUMORS SAY 
HE COULD BE 
EVEN MORE 
SKILLED THAN 


| WISH IT 
WERE JUST 
LIKE YOU 


EVEN IF YOU 
CAN BARELY 
CALL IT 


LAST NIGHT, 
HE EVEN WENT 
BACK BECAUSE 
HE DIDN'T WANT 

TO MAKE HIS 

YOUNGER: 
BROTHER 


HAS A YOUNGER 

BROTHER NAMED 
INO WHO'S 

H] ALWAYS AROUND 





KAMIYAMA HACHIRO |! | 


= FROM WHAT I'VE 


SEEN... THAT 
YOUNGER BROTHER 
IS ABNORMALLY 
“FOND” OF HIS 


THE OLDER BROTHER, 
KAMIYAMA HACHIRO, 


$0 | DON’T KNOW IF YOU'LL 
BE ABLE TO RETREAT AFTER 
YOU KILL ONLY KAMIYAMA 
HACHIRO OR NOT. 




















I'LL INFORM THE 
OTHERS TO COME 
BURY THE REMAINS 

AND THEN I’LL HEAD 


TO SEARCH FOR THE h 


NEXT TARGET. 


FROM HERE ON, 


IT'S MY TASK, 
HYOSUKE-DONO. 





EVEN IF THERE’s | j 
| CAN'T SLEEP A ROOF, IT’S LIKE i x WAAHARAL 
AT ALL! WAKE IT’S NOT EVEN | BIG BR. ! 

duUWUP! THEEEEEERE! } 














H 
(iy | HAVE SOME DON'T WORRY. 
\EDICINE 


DON’T YOU FRET. WITH 
ENOUGH REST, YOUR 








TAKE 
YOUR TIME 
AND REST. 


FORTUNATELY, THIS 
SPOT SEEMS TO HAVE 





I} 


Wi 


\ SS) 
\ = 
2 
\\ 
‘ ig { 
Ist | 
BROTH j \ 
/ 
4 
Ui fe 


Ca 
N'T MY BIG 
IER NINNICE? 
% 
\ 


ISN'T ONLY 
Nice and, BIS 
KIND! 





WE WERE WOKEN 
UP BY THE 
ROOF LEAKS, 
APTER ALL! 


OOOOH! WELL THEN! 
WHAT SHOULD WE PLAY!? 
WHAT SHOULD WE DO!? 
| WONDER, | WONDER! 





BIG BRO, 
NOT TIME TO 
GO OUT YET, 

RIGHTI?: 


WELL...SHOULD 
WE PLAY SOME- 
THING!? 





Now, BIG BROTHER 
WILL MAKE ONE FOR 
YOU!! HE’S REALLY 


GOOD AT MAKING 
THE “SWISHSWISH"!! 














I'M SURE YOU'LL 


TRY AS 
MUCH AS 


YOU WANT! | 
































$0 YOU'RE 


I THE ONE 
, I'VE HEARD a 


AZUMI. 


INO, WE'RE 

GOING OUT! 

MAKE YOUR 
PREPARATIONS! 





THIS IS ALL THE 

MEDICINE | HAVE, 

DRINK IT THREE 
TIMES A DAY. 


ANYWAYS, REST FOR 

TODAY. YOU'LL SOON 

FEEL BETTER. | HAVE 
NO DOUBT. 


j \ 
NWN 


F-IS IT ALRIGHT 
FOR ME TO 
ACCEPT SUCH 
A THING? 


i 
i 


\ \ ) 


nn 
we 














Hey, BIG 
BRO! WHO 

IS THIS 
GIRLI? YOU 
KNOW HERI? 























SHE’S A SHOGUNATE 
ASSASSIN WHO'S 
COME TO KILL US, 

EVEN THOUGH SHE’S 





























YOU JUST 
STAY BACK 
AND WATCH. 











THAT'LL 
BE SOOO 
COOOL! 


IT’S A REAL 
SHAME YOU 
HAVE NO IDEA 
HOW TOUGH MY 
BIG BRO Is! 
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